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Mayor Marvin Outlines “Hard” Budget
By Stephen E. Lipken

Shortly after Chief Jus -
tice George C. McKinnis ad -
ministered the Oath of Of�ce 
to Bronxville Mayor Mary C. 
Marvin; Trustees Donald M. 
Gray and Robert S. Underhill 
at the Monday, April 11 Board 
of Trustees meeting in Village 
Hall, Marvin outlined a “hard” 
budget for 2011-2012 in her 
Mayor’s Report.

“This is the most dif�cult 
budget yet, “Marvin averred.  
“For the past two years we had 
a zero percent tax increase.  
Due to Unfunded State Man -
dates, including a 13 percent 
tax payment by the Village to 
the State Pension Fund plus 
higher fuel costs we now have 
a 4.2 percent tax increase with 15 
percent of the tax bill going to Village 
government.

“This means a $350 increase 
for a $30,000 Village property tax 
bill.  We cut our work force by ten 
percent, trimmed Library hours 
and re-negotiated outside vendor 

contracts to achieve  savings with 
health care providers, legal services, 
tech support and telephone services. 
We now operate our Village gov -
ernment with just 67 employees,” 
Marvin noted.

Village Treasurer Robert Fels add-
ed that the tentative operating budget 

of $13,642,687 re�ects 
a $6,155 spending de -
crease from the cur -
rent budget.  “Total 
personnel costs are 
projected to decrease 
by $109,246 but em -
ployee benefits are 
projected to increase 
by $223,130. 

“Operating rev -
enues in the Debt 
Service fund are pro -
jected to decrease by 
$561,978 due to the 
elimination of prior 
year’s ‘one shot’ reve -
nues (Kensington Road 
forfeiture and signi� -
cant capital project 
close outs).” 

There was some 
good news as Trustee 
William H. Barton, Jr.  
reported that for Earth 
Day 2011 Bronxville 
topped the “green” 
list, having the high -
est recycling rate of 71 
percent.

Bronxville Chief Justice George C. McKinnis, far right, congratulates Trustee Robert S. Underhill after administering 
Oath of O�ce; left to right: Trustee Donald M. Gray; Mayor Mary C. Marvin.

Mayor Mary Marvin

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
Advocates for Human Rights

By Lorraine Thomas Sherman

In her �fth term, Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin of NYS Assembly’s 88th 
District (Scarsdale, Eastchester, Pelham, 
Pelham Manor, Bronxville, Tuckahoe, 
parts of New Rochelle and White Plains), 
continues �ghting for reform. 

Moving to Scarsdale in 1980, be -
coming involved in the Scarsdale com -
munity, “I had the opportunity to im -
merse myself with very intelligent, com -
mitted, hardworking volunteers, which 
led me to the path I am currently on.” 

As President of the Scarsdale/West -
chester League of Women Voters, My 
Sisters’ Place Director, and Scarsdale Village 
Board member, she learned to be a com -
munity advocate, then ran for of�ce. Now, 
as Chairman of the Standing Committee 
on Children and Families, Paulin focuses 

on child wel -
fare, child care, 
adult protec -
tive services, 
juvenile justice 
and other is-
sues, sponsor-
ing 20 bills last 
year. She hopes 
to restore some 
programs the 
Governor ’s 
budget cut.

“ E a c h 
area provided different learning experi -
ences. The League taught me to maintain 
relationships--issues change but you have 
to have appropriate conversations... look 
at both sides of issues to evaluate and 
make the right decisions.”

Active at Westchester Reform Tem -

ple where her son and daughters had 
their Bar and Bat  Mitzvah’s, she said 
having children made her more aware 
of the impact of peers and bullying. “It 
is emotionally terrifying and damaging 
...we have to do everything in our power 
to stop children from being victimized. 
The age of technology provides a new 
way of terrifying young children; we 
have to think of new ways to stop them. 
I am  advocating for legislation that 
would make that type of behavior more 
dif�cult...holding school employees ac -
countable for discovering and identifying 
bullying, preventing and stopping it. It 
can escalate; stop it early.”

Paulin’s bill last year to educate 
children about bullying is now law. 
She feels proud of accomplishments in 
domestic violence, and protection of 
battered women.

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin

South Indian Artist Chosen 
for Inaugural Exhibition
Concordia College 

President Viji George 
announced  the selec -
tion of four exceptional 
South Indian painters, 
along with a professor 
of art history, as the 
�rst bene�ciaries of the 
OSilas Gallery’s inaugu -
ral International Artist 
Residency and Exhibi -
tion program. The �ve 
participants will travel 
from Chennai, India, 
to New York in late May 2011, for a 2-3 week cultural exchange program, 
made possible by generous support from friends of the OSilas Gallery.

The residency will culminate in a reception and show in the OSilas 
Gallery on Thursday, June 9 at 7pm. A unique collection of the four art-

continued on page 4
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Mayor Walsh Questions, “Who Leaked 
Food Pantry Surveillance Tapes?”

By Stephen E. Lipken

“I am not a lawyer,” Harrison 
Mayor Joan B. Walsh stated at the 
Thursday, April 7 Board of Trustees 
Meeting.  “And of the lawyers I con-
sulted regarding releasing a surveil-
lance tape revealing thefts from the 
Harrison Food Pantry (HFP) to Chan-
nel Two and Channel 12, one said 
that it was legal; another said that it 
was a crime.”

The tape was aired on Channel 
2 on Tuesday, April 5 and Channel 
12 on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 
6, also appearing in The Journal News 
on April 7.  “I asked Police Chief An-
thony Marraccini if he released the 
tape in his possession; he said that 
he didn’t.  

Defense has a copy and could 
have distributed it.  We just don’t 
know. I intend to talk to the District 
Attorney about it,” Walsh said.

There was better news regarding 
the Food Pantry, as Walsh reported 
donations of $100 from Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 347; Angelo 
and Chiara Michilli, $100; a grant 
from Oppenheimer Adopt-A-Pantry 
for $900 and donation of $1,000 
from Shop Rite Partners in Caring/
Shop Rite of Scarsdale.  

Additionally, Director of Com-
munity Services Nina Marraccini 
requested approval to accept a $250 
contribution to HFP from St. Greg-
ory’s Catholic Youth Organization 
(CYO) Basketball and a Hunger Pre-
vention and Nutrition Assistance 

Program (HP-
NAP) Food Grant 
totaling $1,500 
to be used as line 
of credit at Food 
Bank for West-
chester. 

R e s i d e n t 
Rob Porto ques-
tioned why gar-
bage must now 
be brought to the 
curb.  Commis-
sioner of Public 
Works Anthony 
Robinson cited 
limited staff and 

increased time 
for backyard 
pickups.Mayor Joan Walsh

Architect Robert Stanziale shows plans to expand Apawamis Country 
Club maintenance garage which was approved.

HHREC Presents Seminar on Hate Crimes 
at Manhattanville College

By Stephen E. Lipken

The Holocaust and Human 
Rights Education Center (HHRC) 
presented a Focus Seminar, “Hate 
Crimes: Are You Responsible?” with 
Peter Nelson, Director, New York Of-
�ce of Facing History and Ourselves, 
New York City at Manhattanville 
College on Thursday, April 7.

Nelson requested the audience 
to divide itself into two groups and 
discuss reactions to bigotry; group 
one, “What impelled you to move 
forward;” the other “sitting out,” 
or not taking action.  Nelson listed 
“stepping forward” reasons such as 
familial connections; caring about 
a friend; personal values; moral re-
quirements and Golden Rule.  

Some reasons for passivity were 
dread of repercussions; “messy poli-
tics;” fear of being disliked and in-
convenience. 

One slideshow depicted Eliza-
beth Eckford, a member of the Little 
Rock Nine, attempting to integrate 
Central High School in Little Rock, 

Arkansas on 
September 4, 
1957.  Behind 
Ms. Eckford 
was a young 
girl, Hazel 
Bryan whose 
face was so 
contorted in 
rage, “that her 
teacher did not 
recognize her.  
Years later Eck-
ford and Bryan 
r e c o n c i l e d 
on the Oprah 
Winfrey Show 
but Hazel got 
hate mail,” Nelson noted.  

Then Mitchell Polay, a Sixth 
Grade Social Studies/English teacher 
at Paideia School 15, Yonkers and ju-
nior member of HHREC Educational 
Planning Committee (EPC) received 
the Susan J. Goldberg Memorial 
Award, consisting of a $500 check 
and listing on a plaque with previous 
Goldberg Award recipients.  

Dr. Marlene W. Yahalom, PhD, 
HHREC Director of Education said 
that HHRC is moving from Manhat-
tanville College to 4 West Red Oak 
Lane, West Harrison.  Programs in-
clude a Holocaust Survivors Speak-
ers Bureau, and annual student trip 
to the Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
Washington, D.C.  Website is www.
hhrecny.org.; 914-696-0738.

Left to right: Marlene W. Yahalom, PhD; Mitchell Polay; Steve Goldberg, 
husband of the late Susan Goldberg.

Miss Teen New York 
3rd Runner Up

Kayana Jean-Philippe of Harri -
son competed in the 2011 Miss Teen 
New York pageant competition on 
April 17, 2011. Philippe was selected 
into this year’s competition when the 
pageant announced their selections a 
month ago, and took part in an inter -
view session and training session that 
was conducted by this year’s New 
York Pageant Coordinator. 

Amongst the 200 contestants, 
Philippe competed in the Miss Teen 
division and placed as 3rd Run -
ner Up.  Prior to the pageant, she 
displayed her interview skills while 
interviewing with this year’s New 
York judging panel. Personality is the number one aspect that each contestant 
is judged on during all phases of competition. On pageant day, she competing 
in modeling routines in casual and formal wear, and provided an answer to a 
pageant question.

Philippe was selected into the Top Ten Finalists of the Miss Teen division. 
These contestants were judged on their answer to an enclosed question. Finally, 
she was selected as the 3rd Runner Up for Miss Teen New York. 

Now she is eligible to compete in the national title of Miss Teen USA. This 
competition will take place in Orlando, Florida on December 14th - 19th. All 
the contestants will be partaking in a personal interview with the judging panel, 
and casual and formal wear modeling routines. Over $60,000.00 in prizes and 
awards will be presented at the National Competition.

Kayana Jean-Philippe
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Ambassador Reuben Discusses Changing Landscape in Middle East
By Stephen E. Lipken

Despite drenching rains, 
over 200 people came out to hear 
Meron Reuben, the 15th Ambas -
sador of Israel to the United Na -
tions (UN) at Jewish Commu -
nity Center of Harrison (JCCH) 
on Tuesday, April 12, speaking 
about“Changing Landscape in 
the Middle East and Its Influence 
on Israel.”

Introducing Ambassador 
Meron, JCCH Rabbi Aubrey Glazer 
recounted Meron’s service in Is -
raeli Air Force (IAF) as an air traf -
fic controller; fluent knowledge 
of Hebrew, English, Spanish and 
concurrent position as Israeli Am -
bassador to Columbia.  Born and 

Left, Israeli Ambassador to UN Meron Reuben; right, JCCH 
Rabbi Aubrey Glazer.

Jewish American Heritage 
Month 2011 Celebrations

The committee of  Jewish Ameri -
can Heritage Month (JAHM), a na -
tional celebration of the contributions 
that Jewish Americans have made to 
the fabric of American history, culture 
and society,   announced 
details  for its 2011 cel -
ebration.  The main 
objective of JAHM, cele -
brated annually in May, 
is to raise the national 
consciousness regarding 
contributions by Jewish 
Americans to the  coun -
try’s heritage through 
a variety of engaging 
events and programs na -
tionwide.

While 2010 was a 
breakout year for JAHM 
highlighted by the �rst-
ever White House re -
ception in its honor as well as shuttle 
astronaut and Jewish-American, Gar -
rett Reisman, carrying the original 
presidential proclamation establishing 
JAHM to the International Space Sta -
tion, JAHM 2011 is anticipated to be 
even more comprehensive in scope.

 For the second consecutive year, 
the JAHM Advisory Committee  has 
a  partnership with the BIO Channel 

Bigger and Better–Croton Jewish Center/First 
Hebrew Congregation of Peekskill Merge

By Lorraine Thomas Sherman

Combining two temples is 
never easily accomplished, but time 
and effort expended are worth the 
effort, when it succeeds, as Croton 
Jewish Center and First Hebrew 
Congregation of Peekskill demon-
strate.

After nearly a year of meet-
ings and respective Boards of Trust-
ees voting, David Kasdan, 1st Vice 
President of First Hebrew Congre-
gation, reported, “The good news is 
both synagogues approved the con-
solidation by a membership vote.”

The necessary process of �ling 
with the NY State Supreme Court/
Westchester County has been com-
pleted as of 4/19/11, and the two 
congregations are of�cially consoli-
dated.

Several months ago, Rabbi 
Lee Paskin commented “We have 
a number of members from Cro-
ton already quite active. People are 
enriching the combined Shabbat 
morning service prayer experience. 
We are very happy and look for-
ward to greeting other members. It 
is a wonderful, win-win situation.”

At a joint celebration planned 

raised in South Africa, 
Reuben holds Bachelor 
and Masters Degrees in 
diplomacy and inter -
national relations from 
Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem.

Referring to the 
Passover holiday, Reu-
ben pointed out that 
UN, Israel and non-
profit organizations 
are collecting chometz 
and leavened bread to 
send to Japan, hit by 
earthquake and tsu -
nami.  “Israel was one 
of the first countries to 
help and set up Israeli 
Defense Force (IDF) 

medical specialists plus search 
and rescue teams to try to find 
the 13,000 Japanese still missing.

“Israel is part of UN Mille -
nium Development Goals (MDG), 
fighting poverty, promoting edu -
cation, clean water and medicine 
for Tikkun Olam (repairing the 
world).  Palestinians would have 
you believe that Israel is a one-
issue state, yet we have advanced 
science, technology and agricul -
ture.  

“There is uncertainty. Will 
the revolutions in Egypt and 
North Africa be like Eastern Eu -
rope in 1989 that had a taste of 
democracy after World War I be -
fore the fascists came—or Iran in 
1979?”  

“Israel returned Sinai to 
Egypt and dismantled Gaza settle -
ments, using 74,000 policemen 
to uproot 10,000 settlers—and we 
got missiles.  The Likud party is 
calling for a two-state solution—
yet in the last two years there was 
only six hours of talks with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.  

“From the UN we want solu -
tions—not resolutions.  We want 
to share our arts, science and 
high-tech to be a light unto the 
world.”

Westchester Legislator Mar -
tin Rogowsky commented, “The 
Ambassador was very informative 
and gave us some good insight 
into the Israeli role in the UN and 
Middle East.”

of A&E Network. During the month 
of May, the channel will feature pro -
gramming that pro�les well-known 
Jewish individuals who have had a 
major impact on American history 

and culture. The segments will air as 
part of the channel’s “BIO Classroom” 
series, aimed at educators and students 
nationwide. The following features 
are con�rmed to air in celebration of 
JAHM 2011:

�t�� �.�B�Z�����������+�P�O���4�U�F�X�B�S�U
�t�� �.�B�Z������ ���o���)�F�O�S�Z���8�J�O�L�M�F�S
�t�� �.�B�Z������ ���o���"�E�B�N���4�B�O�E�M�F�S

Jon Stewart

continued on page 3

for Sunday, May 22nd, 
the �nal Minyan ser-
vice will be held at Cro-
ton Jewish Center, after 
which members will 
physically move and in-
stall memorial plaques 
and Torahs into the First 
Hebrew Congregational 
building. 

“It will be a big pa-
rade, with the entire 
community,” said Kas-
dan, “followed by a ko-
sher barbeque to which 
the Mayor of Peekskill 
and the Town Supervisor 
have been invited. The 
hope is people from both 
communities attend. The 
merger will energize the 
Northern Westchester 
community because one 
of the understandings ar-
rived at is that we will be 
giving thought how best 
to use the beautiful and 
pastoral area where Cro-
ton  is.”

One suggestion is a Jewish week-
end retreat. The Consolidation Com-
mittee--four former Croton members 

and four long-standing First Hebrew 
Congregation members are charged 
with reporting back as to how to 
bene�t and enhance Jewish life in 
Westchester.

 

First Hebrew Rabbi Lee Paskind demonstrates Jewish 
traditions
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Making �e World 
a Better Place
for Girls
2

Westchester Jazz Orchestra musicians Marvin Stamm (trumpet), 
Bruce Eidem (trombone) and Jay Brandford (alto saxophone) demon-
strate for the Mamaroneck High School jazz band during a clinic as WJO’s 
artistic director Mike Holober conducts.

Tim Hooker, Director of Bands at Mamaroneck High School, arranged 
for the residency.  “Anyone who is serious about quality jazz education in 
the public schools must �nd a way to invite WJO into your school. These 
musicians have a vision and understand educational needs.  My students 
are so pumped and want to apply it live on stage.”

aroundlarchmont

Trustees  Welcome New Members and  Hold Budget Hearing
By Stephen E. Lipken

It was a busy civic evening in 
Larchmont, as the Board of Trust -
ees welcomed two new members 
at their Monday, April 4 meeting, 
and held the first of two budget 
hearings.

Mayor Joshua Mandell and 
the Board welcomed new Trust -
ees John Komar, Lorraine Walsh 
and returning Village Justice Jerry 
Bernstein. Mayor’s appointments 
included Deputy Mayor Trustee 
Jaine Elkind Eney; Deputy Treasur -
er Joanne Lanza; Deputy Village 
Clerk/Registrar Brian Rilley and 
Licensing Officer Village Clerk Ei -
leen Finn.  

Mandell pointed out that 
payroll amounts to 75 percent of 
budget.  Contract negotiations 
with Civil Service Employees As -
sociation (CSEA) and Department 
of Public Works (DPW) resulted in 
salary increases of only 1 ½ per -
cent.  In addition, employees must 

contribute 20 percent to health -
care benefits without any cap.

“This budget was tricky,” 

Mandell observed.  “By 
June 7, 2010 we saw the 
handwriting on the wall 
and started eliminating 
employees by attrition to 
build up a surplus including 
higher non-tax revenues 
such as field use and recre -
ation fees.  Further pay rais -
es will be tied to inflation.  
Budget totals $16,013,117, 
$506,021 more than last 
year but due to CSEA/DPW 
contract negotiations and 
employee healthcare con -
tributions, the Tax Rate In -
crease is 1.70 percent.”

Over at Hommocks 
Middle School Audito -
rium at 7:30 p.m., Maida 
P. Galvez, MD, Associate 
Professor, Department of 
Preventive Medicine and 
Pediatrics and Director, Re -

gion 2 Pediatric Environmental 
Health Specialty Units (PEHSU), 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 

New York, NY outlined measures 
to combat environmental dangers 
caused by certain plastics, lead, 

Trustee John Komar

mercury and tanning beds. For 
further information, call Mount 
Sinai PEHSU at 1-866-265-6201.

United Way Volunteer Spirit Awards Celebration
By Stephen E.  Lipken

The location of the 31st Annual 
United Way Volunteer Spirit Awards 
Celebration at the Renaissance Hotel 
in West Harrison on Friday, April  15 
seemed especially appropriate as it 
certainly pointed to a Renaissance of 
inspiring and dedicated volunteerism.

CBS 2 broadcast journalist Lou 
Young hosted the ceremony as eight 
innovative and dedicated volunteers 
stepped up to receive their awards.  
Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino and Young noted that there 
are 18,000 volunteers from 500 non-
pro�t organization performing $8 ½ 
million dollars in services.  

The awardees came from all 
walks of life, locations and avoca -
tions including Missy Fink for Pel -
ham Art Center who received the 
Arts and Cultural Award for creative -
ly combining cooking, nutrition and 
art in an after school program at Mt. 
Vernon’s Edward Williams Elemen -
tary School.

On a related 
note, Missy Pal-
misciano, Pelham 
garnered the Qual-
ity of Life Award 
for initiating 
County Harvest 
in 2009, inspired 
by City Harvest of 
New York City, ul-
timately rescuing 
120,000 pounds of 
food that would be 
normally thrown 
out to feed Mt. 
Vernon’s hungry 
and homeless.

Noting that 
most Jews fast for 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
George Karp from Mamaroneck or-
ganized the Yom Kippur Appeal 
in 1990, bene�ting Food Bank for 
Westchester(FBW) to give missed 
meal(s) or monetary equivalent;  
Karp and his partner Jack Sa�rst-
ein of Hartsdale received the Health 

and Safety Award for collecting 
over 735,000 pounds of food and 
$441,000 from synagogues.  

New York Life Youth Group in 
Action Award went to Project Relief 
Group, sponsored by Briarcliff Con-
gregational church with students 

Left to right: NY Guard Lt. Col. Robert Coulombe; United Way Execu-
tive Director Alisa Kersten; Jamie Stein; Doug Rogers, Chair; County 
Executive Rob Astorino; Angela Taylor, Mayor’s O�ce New Rochelle

Jazz Clinic Held at Mamaroneck High School

continued on page 5
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aroundnewrochelleHugh A. Doyle Center Seniors 
Dance the Night Away

By Stephen E.  Lipken

Over 65 wildly enthusiastic New 
Rochelle seniors danced to the music 
of Freddie Lando at the Annual Se -
nior Citizen Prom Masquerade Ball, 
sponsored by Youth Council of New 
Rochelle Youth Bureau; Advisory 
Council of the Of�ce for the Aging; 
Parks and Recreation at the Hugh 
A. Doyle Senior Center on Saturday, 
April 30.

The dancers dined on Chicken Cor -
don Bleu, rice and green beans, served 
by New Rochelle High School Students 
and Youth Bureau members as Vincent 
A. Dunn and Violet Mallory were se -
lected King and Queen of the Prom 
from two random drawings. 

According to Doyle Center art teach -
er Alice Megaro,   55 brightly hued and 
feathered masks, crafted in her art class 
were available for selection.  But at 
least one participant, Marie Callvino 
brought her own brightly festooned 

Bond Resolution—New Roc Garage; Re-Districting
 Key Topics at April 20 New Rochelle Legislative Meeting

By Stephen E. Lipken

A Bond Resolution for 
New Roc Garage and Re-
Districting were two key 
topics at the Wednesday, 
April 20 New Rochelle 
Legislative meeting in City 
Hall.  Commissioner of 
Finance Howard Rattner 
stated that in 1998, Indus -
trial Development Agency 
(IDA) through New Ro -
chelle Local Development 
Corporation (LDC) issued 
$24.8 million of taxable 
parking lease revenue bonds to �nance 
reconstruction of the New Roc Parking 
Garage.

Noting that the Letter of Credit ex -

Janet Castronuovo
Westchester Republican Party Chair Douglas Colety

Monroe College Sponsors 
2011 Memorial Day Parade

Monroe College has agreed 
to make a generous contribu-
tion to the City of New Ro-
chelle’s community celebra-
tion fund in order to support 
the 2011 Memorial Day Pa-
rade.

In adopting its 2011 bud-
get, the New Rochelle City 
Council preserved funding 
for the overtime costs associ-
ated with the Memorial Day 
Parade, Thanksgiving Parade 
and Fourth of July Fireworks, but eliminated funding for all other costs, 
with the expectation of soliciting and obtaining private contributions to 
maintain these much-beloved events.

John & Charles Valenti have previously committed to maintaining 
their sponsorship of the Thanksgiving Parade.  Monroe’s generosity joins 
that of veterans groups, local businesses and community groups to ensure 
that the Memorial Day Parade, presented by the United Veterans Memo-
rial and Patriotic Association and the City of New Rochelle, returns for 

pires May 12 with $18,675,000 out -
standing bonds to be called by Bank of 
New York Mellon, Council passed a Res -
olution authorizing re-issuance of gen -
eral Obligation Bonds for $20,000,000 

at 4 percent, saving taxpayers $4 mil -
lion dollars. 

The meeting then moved to Coun -
cil Chambers where there was a Public 
Hearing regarding re-Districting.  City 
Council members were elected “at 
large” until 1993.  A 2002 lawsuit ini -
tiated against the City by National As -
sociation for Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) ordered creating an 
African-American Opportunity District 
in District 3.

Many citizens, particularly those in 
Residence Park and Concerned New 
Rochelle Citizens Redistricting Com -
mittee (CNRCRC) members objected 
to splitting Districts into two or three 
parts.

Commending Council’s efforts to 
increase the Hispanic percentage in Dis -

trict 1, Janet Castronu -
ovo cautioned counting 
illegal [Hispanic] immi -
grants “who put a burden 
on taxpayers.  Redistrict -
ing should acknowledge 
population shifts and ac -
count for legal residents.”

Westchester Republi -
can Chair Douglas Colety 
pointed out that without 
�nal census tallies in De -
cember 2011, there could 
be a signi�cant margin of 
error counting Citizens 
of Voting Age Population 
(CVAP).

Former New Rochelle Mayor Leon -
ard Paduano (1980-1992) mentioned 
that he helped prepare maps for the 

1970 New York Census and advocates 
“contiguous Districts with nothing bro -
ken up.” 

More Public Hearings are scheduled.

blue and green mask, 
a souvenir of the 2008 
New Orleans Mardi 
Gras.

“These dances 
have been going on 
for at least 12 years,” 
according to Kelly 
Johnson, Deputy 
Commissioner, Parks 
and Recreation and 
Executive Director, 
Youth Bureau.  “Any 
senior citizen in New 
Rochelle may at -
tend—it is a way to 
get to know the facil -
ity.  Most are from the facility,” John -
son noted.

Three notable guests were Assem-
blyman George Latimer; Eduardo Fas -
ce, a professional dancer in Carmen at 
Dallas Opera on the day of President 
John F. Kennedy’s assassination and 
International Journalist Nicolina Shel -

ton, slated to receive a Humanitarian 
Award on May 22 for her humanistic 
interviews of such notables as Pope 
John Paul II and Mother Teresa from 
“Dynasty of Spectrum 2000 of West -
chester County,” providing affordable 
housing for special needs populations.

Left, Prom Queen Violet Mallory; Prom King Vincent A. Dunn

continue on page 3
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Village Budget Passed at 8.7 Percent Tax Increase
By Stephen E. Lipken

Mayor Edward 
Hotchkiss opened the 
mostly upbeat April 26 
Village of Pelham (VOP) 
Board of Trustees meet -
ing with the announce -
ment that the Police 
Department received a 
$25,000 Department of 
Justice (DOJ) Assistance 
Grant.

“Call it co-inci-
dence or Divine Provi -
dence, but we were dis-
cussing the need for a 
Police vehicle when the 
grant came in,” Hotch -
kiss said, “and they ap -
plied for it themselves.”

During Public 
Comment, resident 
Rosemary Brooke decried �ve Village 
employees plus visitors “parking in 
front of our homes all day.  You are 
adding 52 spaces in the Department 

of Public Works (DPW) lot.  Can’t 
employees park there?”

Mayor Hotchkiss explained that 
the 52 spaces are desperately needed 

for revenue 
and requested 
patience until 
cons t ruc t i on 
is completed.   
“There is a 
two-hour park-
ing limit; per-
haps we could 
ask  employ-
ees to move 
their vehicles 
f r e q u e n t l y. ”  
Brooke scored 
cars “speeding 
down Sparks 
Avenue, then 
slamming on 
their brakes to 
get to Hutchin-
son Parkway.  
We need ‘speed 
bumps.’”

Village Administrator Robert 
Yamuder replied that speed bumps are 
noisy, presenting drainage and  snow 
plow problems. “Police Chief Joseph 

Bene�co informed me 
that 48 speeding vio -
lations were issued,” 
Yamuder stated.  

Budget Resolu-
tions A through F were 
passed with an 8.7 per -
cent tax increase, due 
to State mandated pen -
sion and healthcare 
bene�ts increases. The 
2011 Village Tax Rate is 
set at $6.96352 per thou -
sand dollars of assessed 
valuation for Home -
stead Properties and 
$9.155035 per thousand 
dollars of assessed valua-
tion for Non-Homestead 
Properties.

Running unop-
posed in the March 
15 election, Mayor 
Hotchkiss received 80 
votes; Trustees Suzan 
Marciona, 75; Laura 
Morris, 58 and Geoff 
Lewis, 63. 

New Village of Pelham Trustee Suzan Marciona

Village Trustee Robert A. Yamuder

United Way Volunteer Spirit Awards Celebration
By Stephen E.  Lipken

The location of the 31st Annual 
United Way Volunteer Spirit Awards 
Celebration at the Renaissance Hotel 
in West Harrison on Friday, April  15 
seemed especially appropriate as it 
certainly pointed to a Renaissance of 
inspiring and dedicated volunteer -
ism.

CBS 2 broadcast journalist Lou 
Young hosted the ceremony as eight 
innovative and dedicated volunteers 
stepped up to receive their awards.  
Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino and Young noted that there 
are 18,000 volunteers from 500 non-
pro�t organization performing $8 ½ 
million dollars in services.  

The awardees came from all 
walks of life, locations and avoca -
tions including Missy Fink for Pel -
ham Art Center who received the 
Arts and Cultural Award for creative -
ly combining cooking, nutrition and 
art in an after school program at Mt. 
Vernon’s Edward Williams Elemen -

tary School.
On a re-

lated note, 
Missy Pal-
misciano, Pel-
ham garnered 
the Quality 
of Life Award 
for initiating 
County Har-
vest in 2009, 
inspired by 
City Harvest of 
New York City, 
ultimately res-
cuing 120,000 
pounds of food 
that would 
be normally 
thrown out to 
feed Mt. Ver-
non’s hungry 
and homeless.

Noting that most Jews fast for 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
George Karp organized the Yom 
Kippur Appeal in 1990, bene�ting 

Food Bank for Westchester(FBW) 
to give missed meal(s) or monetary 
equivalent;  Karp and his partner 
Jack Sa�rstein received the Health 

Left, Missy Fink, Arts and Culture Award Winner; Board Member Reena 
Kashyap

continued on page 14

National Historic Site 
Commemorates the Civil War

The pounding of Southern artillery shells into the 
Union stronghold of Fort Sumter, in Charleston Harbor, 
South Carolina in April 1861 began one of the most im -
portant, tragic and interesting chapter in American his -
tory  --  the Civil War.  

Recognizing the sesquicentennial, 150th anniversa -
ry, of that historic moment will be the theme of this year’s 
annual bene�t dinner that supports the educational pro -
grams of St. Paul’s Church National Historic Site, in Mt. 
Vernon, on May 14, 2011, from 5 to 9pm.  The event fea -
tures historic music and a Civil War era style meal.  Distin -
guished Professor James Oakes of the Graduate Center of 
the City University of New York explains the origins of the Civil War in a talk titled, 
“Why did the South rebel, Why did the North Fight”.  There will also be a dramatic 
reading of transcriptions of Americans’ reactions to the onset of war in April 1861. 

The event honoree will be Joseph Solimine, Supervisor of the Town of Pel -
ham.  “We recognize Joe as a �ne friend of local history in southern Westchester 
County,” says St. Paul’s site manager David Osborn.  “Among other endeavors, he 
spearheaded the impressive celebration of the 350th anniversary of Pelham’s settle -
ment.  We also are pleased to recognize his contributions and leadership for many 
worthy local organizations, notably the Boys & Girls Club of Mt. Vernon.” 

For more information, call the site at 914-667-4116. 

Joseph Solimine
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43rd Annual “Salute to Seniors” Comes to County Center
Entertainment by the Rappin’ 

Grannies from Mount Vernon, a 
Business and Services Expo, an Arts 
and Crafts Boutique and Sale, and a 
Health and Wellness Fair with posture 
and balance assessments, hearing 
screenings and samples of healthy 
food will be just some of the attrac -
tions at the 43nd annual Salute to 
Seniors on May 4.  

The extravaganza will be take 
place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Westchester County Center in White 
Plains.  Last year’s Salute attracted 
more than 2,000 seniors, and an even 
bigger turnout is expected this year.  
Admission and parking are free.

The Salute is timed to coincide 
with Older Americans Month and 
is sponsored by the Westchester 
County of Senior Programs and Ser -
vices (DSPS), Parks and Public Works/
Transportation departments as well as by 
the Westchester Public/Private Partnership 
for Aging Services.  

New this year will be a seminar on 
“Shopping Safely Online” where senior 
can learn how to use the Internet to protect 
themselves from theft, scams and fraud, 
and see how safe shopping can save them 
money. Even seniors who have never used 
a computer are encouraged to attend and 
ask questions.

The 11 a.m. seminar is presented 
by Older Adults Technology Services and 
sponsored by Verizon.

“No senior should miss the Salute,” 
said DSPS Commissioner Mae Carpenter.  
“It’s a terrific opportunity to get free basic 
medical screenings, enjoy live entertain -
ment, have fun and more.

I especially encourage them to attend 
the program on how to safely enjoy the 
Internet.”  

And, of course, Salute’s popular main -
stays will be there as well:  the Business and 
Services Expo, the Health and Wellness Fair, 
the Arts and Crafts Boutique and Sale,  live 
entertainment and the chance to sign up 
for Reduced-Fare MetroCards. 

The Gerard Carelli Orchestra’s reper -
toire ranges from Bach to the Black-Eyed 
Peas, including swing, ethnic, ballroom, 
Motown, rock, Latin and soul music.  The 
orchestra is a staple at galas in the West -
chester and New York City circuit, and has 
performed at Caramoor and the Neuberger 

Museum.  
The Business and 

Services Expo will have 
more than 70 exhibitors, 
including nonprofit or-
ganizations, social service 
agencies, and hospitals, in 
addition to commercial 
companies.  

The Health and Well -
ness Fair will include repre -
sentatives from local health 
care agencies 

At the Arts and Crafts 
Boutique and Sale, peo -
ple from senior centers 
throughout Westchester 
will sell unique handmade 
items, such as quilts, scarves 

and novelties. Arts Westches -

ter – the private, not-for-profit organization 
that is the county’s designated arts council 
- will be part of the boutique for the first 
time this year.  

In addition, a MTA MetroCard Van 
will be parked curbside in front of the 
County Center to take care of all MetroCard 
business such as refilling a Reduced-Fare 
card or buying or refilling a regular Metro -
Card.   Staff from the Bee-Line system will 
be available to show seniors how to safely 
board and exit the bus.  

Staff from many Westchester County 
agencies such as the Department of Health 
and Consumer Protection and the Veterans 
Service Agency will be on hand to talk 
about what the county offers seniors.  For 
more information about the Salute, call 
DSPS at (914) 813-6400 or Parks at (914) 
864-PARK-(7275). County Executive Rob Astornio with DSPS Commissioner Mae Carpenter

Gil Erskine Continues His Mission to 
Help Local Religious Organizations

Motivated to help oth-
ers, Hartsdale resident Gil 
Erskine is currently prepar-
ing to take another hike   to 
raise funds for local religious 
organizations.  To join Er -
skine and others on May 7 
at 10 am  to “Hike for Our 
Churches”, as it has been 
named, he is asking par -
ticipants to pledge $50 or 
more payable to a church, 
synagogue or place of wor-
ship of their choice.

“Talk up our churches 
and all the wonderful ser -
vices they perform for our 
communities,” Erskine notes 
as he tries to get people in-
volved.  “Even an atheist has to admit, 
albeit grudgingly, that churches are 
forces for good.”

Last year, Erskine was inspired 
by Dr. Edward Schreur, Pastor of the 
Greenville Community Reformed 
Church, as he preached a sermon 
called “What is Your Mission?”

“I decided, yes, everybody needs 
a mission, even at my advanced age,” 
said the spry 90 year old. “Hiking is 
a fine healthful activity done in the 

open air, where one 
can make friends, ad-
mire nature and yes, 
commune with God.”

In 2007 and in 
2009 this World War 
II veteran and glider 
pilot led two 10 mile 
hikes to benefit The 
Fisher House Founda-
tion, a family focused 
organization that helps 
wounded service mem -
bers and their families.

With  the insight  
from Dr. Schreur, Ers-
kine led a group  of 15 
people on a ten mile 
hike on September 

25, 2010, starting at Hitchcock Pres -
byterian Church, Greenacres     and   
Walworth Avenue  in  Scarsdale go -
ing up the  Bronx River Parkway Trail 
just short of  Kensico Dam  and then 
returning, taking 5 hours to complete. 
For this endeavor, Sixty-five contribu-
tions were made last year to 23 area 
houses of worship totaling $8,755.  
This year, the spring hike will follow 
the same path..

“I was determined that my mis-

sion again   this year   would be to do an -
other hike for Churches and Religious 
Institutions as the beneficiaries.”So he 
is hoping that he has the essence of a 
good idea and that this type of fund-
raising event will benefit all types of 
religious groups. Over 40 people have 
signed up to participate so far.

Always a believer in exercise, 
Erskine solely conceived and founded 
The Westchester County Triathlon as 
a fundraising project when he was Di-
rector of St. Agnes Hospital. He retired 
in 1986, but the Triathlon is still in 
existence today.

With great vitality and enthusi-
asm for life, Erskine is an inspiration 
to others. And again he has shown 
his leadership skills and his prowess 
in organizing a fundraising event that 
benefits the community.

To get involved with “Hike for 
Our Churches” make a check payable 
for $50 or more payable to the place of 
worship of your choice and note “ Hike 
for Our Churches”  in the corner. Give 
the check to that place of worship, 
and then register the amount with Er-
skine by calling 723-8734. Non-Hiker 
support is also welcome. Rain date is 
May 14.

Gil Erskine


